
Five College Center for East Asian Studies
2009 Study Tour of Korea & Japan

Participants’ Journal



Five College Center for East Asian Studies 
 

  

 

 

September 2009 

 

Greetings and thank you! 

 

For eleven years, the Five College Center for East Asian Studies has offered—throughout 

New England and upstate New York—National Consortium for Teaching about Asia (NCTA) 30-

hour seminars on China, Japan, and Korea. Hundreds of  teachers in this region—and many 

thousands of their students—have benefited from the seminar program, which offers background 

materials, stipends for teachers, materials for school libraries, and new ideas for incorporating East 

Asia into the curriculum. Teachers who successfully complete the two-year seminar program 

become eligible to apply for the Center’s NCTA study tours. 

 

“Korea and Japan in the 21
st
 Century” is the eighth NCTA study tour program conducted by 

the Center in as many years. Each year, the teacher-participants are selected from large pools of 

well-qualified applicants. They make financial and professional commitments to the program, 

which is funded by the Freeman Foundation and supported by the Academy for Korean Studies. 

 

In addition to the eighteen-day study tour in Korea and Japan, the 2008 program has 

required both a pre-departure orientation and a post-study tour debriefing weekend. Moreover, the 

program requires that the teachers not only include Korea and Japan in their curriculum, but that 

they also disseminate information about Korea and Japan to their colleagues during the coming 

academic year.  

 

The teachers in this year’s study tour program—along with study-tour leader Maureen 

(Mimi) Stephens (assistant director of the Center), Korea scholar Mark Peterson (Brigham Young 

University), Japan scholar Merry (Corky) White (Boston University), Web master Theodore (Ted) 

Mitchell, and curriculum advisor Blanche Milligan—have made the 2009 experience a meaningful 

one. This journal, an informal record of the in-country component of the program provided by the 

teachers, offers good reading and fond memories. My congratulations go to the “authors”! The 

entries are based on the theme of the study tour program, “Korea and Japan in the 21
st
 Century.” 

 

What follows includes photographs at different sites during the program, a list of 

participants in the program, a calendar identifying those who wrote the entries for each day, and the 

final itinerary.  

 

 On behalf of the Five College Center for East Asian Studies, I thank everyone for their 

contributions to successful orientation, on-site, debriefing, and—in advance—dissemination, 

activities. I look forward to reporting to the Foundation and the Academy on the exciting 

dissemination efforts that the teachers will be making during the coming year.   

 

     All good wishes,  
      

     Kathy 

 

Kathleen Woods Masalski, Director 

Five College Center for East Asian Studies 

Co-director, National Consortium for Teaching about Asia 



The Academy of Korean Studies





Professor Mark 
Peterson

Lectures at the Academy of 
Korean Studies

Cheonggyecheon in Seoul







The Academy of 
Korean Studies 
Presidential Welcome

Yongin High 
School Visit

Gyeongbokgung









Cheongju Home Stay Welcome Ceremony

Korean Barbeque 
Dinner with 
families

Cheongju Early 
Printing Museum









Buddhist Monk’s 
Tomb

Haeinsa
Temple

Buddha Statue

The Tripitaka
Koreana









Silla King’s 
‘Heavenly Horse’ 
Tomb

Cheomseongdae -
Observatory

Bulguksa Temple







Yangdong
Confucian 
Village

Oksan Seowon
Confucian 
Academy

AKS 
Farewell 
Dinner







Tokyo at Night

Zojo-ji Shrine in 
Shiba Park

Tokyo Through Zojo-ji Gate







Tokyo Tower

Meiji Shrine

Tokyo Giants Game







Kanegasaki Sister City 
Amherst Mural at the 
Town Hall

U.S. Teachers Singing 
to Host Families

Anne Singing with the 
Kanegasaki Junior High Choir









Hiraizumi
Temple

Historic Samurai 
House in 
Kanegasaki

The Farewell 
Dinner in 
Kanegasaki











Kanegasaki Tour Bus

Kanegasaki Train Station – Host 
Family Good-Bye







Surviving Tricycle of 
Hiroshima

Steven Leeper Lecture

Mr. Matsushima (Hibakusha)

Dinner at Ryokan Karaku



















Buddha Statue at 
Ryoanji Temple

Lunch at Ryoanji
Temple

Kyoto at Night







Fushimi -Inari Taisha
Shrine

Katsura Imperial Villa

Ganko Restaurant Dinner
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